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You've probably heard the term community gardening, but what exactly is it? Many people
come into community gardening thinking that it's simply a way to grow food... the same as back
yard gardening, only not in their back yard. It's actually a whole lot more: there are more
responsibilities, but there are also more benefits and rewards.

Responsibilities

A community garden takes a lot of work to run well, and everyone is expected to participate
(many hands make light work). Some examples of group responsibilities are maintaining paths,
enforcing garden rules, communicating to all gardeners, and organizing social events. Gardens are
run by the gardeners, from the work of many volunteers, each according to their ability; Byron's
Community Garden will thrivel

Other responsibilities are related to your plot, for example, most community gardens require that
you keep your plot fairly well weeded.

Benefits and rewards

If you've never gardened in a community garden before, you can look forward to more than
fresh fruits and veggies. Cultural exchanges sprout and new friendships grow among diverse
groups of people.

Community gardens are common ground for growing plants that feed, heal and give aesthetic
pleasure. They are civic spaces where people work and recreate to nourish themselves, their
families and friends; the gardeners’ shared labor also builds a stronger sense of belonging to their
physical environment and connection to other gardeners. Community gardens are the collective
effort of people with the patience and determination to make things grow.

Community gardening brings together people and encourages interaction. Interest in urban
gardening has often led to community-based efforts to deal with other social concerns. Many
people have developed leadership skills as a result of being involved with their community
garden.

Community gardens should be inclusive and welcoming to all people. Regardless of age,
education, language barrier, or disability, all gardeners should participate both in the upkeep of
the garden -- with tasks like caring for the water system and common areas -- and in garden
decision-making including setting policies and choosing leaders.

By choosing to be in a community garden, you'll be gardening in close proximity to others. You
can learn from these folks either actively (by asking questions) or passively (by observation).
People of different cultural backgrounds garden differently; if your community garden is
culturally diverse, you may be surprised at what you'll learn even if you've been gardening many
years.

Welcome to your community garden; we hope you enjoy this new way of gardening! Please call
your garden’s leaders if you have questions or suggestions.



